Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 OSLO 05697 05I53IZ 
70 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-04 SS-I5 DODE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 L-03 

ACDA-07 NSAE-00 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 USIA-06 TRSE-00 

SAJ-OI NSC-05 /065 W 

1 1 1995 

R05I345ZNOV 76 
PM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2733 
INEO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO 
USNMR SHAPE 

CONPIDENTIAL OSLO 5697 
E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO, OCON, AWACS, MILL NO 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT POR NATO AEW (AWACS) PROGRAM 
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1 . 1 CALLED ON DEPENSE MINISTER HANSEN NOVEMBER 4 
AND REVIEWED POINTS CONTAINED REPTEL WITH HIM. 

2. HANSEN LISTENED CLOSELY AND COMMENTED THAT GON TAKES 
LOW LEVEL THREAT VERY SERIOUSLY AND WOULD CONTINUE TO 
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3. HANSEN UNDERSCORED THAT PROBLEM EOR NORWAY WAS HIGH COST 
OE AWACS AND COMPETING NATIONAL DEEENSE PRIORITIES. HOWEVER, 

HE SAID, GON WOULD CONTINUE TO GIVE THE PROGRAM SERIOUS CONSID- 
ERATION AND WOULD "...TRY TO EIND A SOLUTION..." WHEN 

SUBJECT OE COST SHARING WAS MENTIONED, HANSEN VOLUNTEERED, "WE 
DON'T LIKE OTHER PEOPLE HAVING TO PAY OUR DEEENSE BILLS." IN THIS 
CONNECTION, MINISTER NOTED THAT STORTING WAS PRESENTLY CONSIDERING 
REQUEST EOR INCREASED NATO INERASTURCTURE CEILING (DISCUSSED AT 
OCTOBER 5 AND 19 NATO DPC MEETING SEE OSLO 5001 AND 5076) AND 
WOULD PROBABLY "... REACH A EAVORABLE DECISION." HE SAID 
EURTHER THAT MOD WOULD STUDY AIDE MEMOIRE THOROUGHLY IN THE 
PROCESS OE PREPARING THEIR POSITION EOR THE DEC MEETING. 

WE WILL CONINUE TO WORK OTHER KEY INDIVIDUALS ON THIS MATTER 

4. DCM MADE SAME POINTS TO EOREIGN MINISTRY UNDER SECRETARY 
STOLTENBERG ON NOVEMBER 1. STOLTENBERG NOTED POINTS BUT GAVE 
LITTLE REACTION AS HE WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY INFORMED ON SUBJECT. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT GON WILL GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 
TO QUESTION OE AWACS PARTICIPATION BUT THAT NATURE AND EXPENSE 
OE PROGRAM STILL REPRESENT SERIOUS HURDLES EOR THEM. NORWEGIAN 
DEEENSE STAFE IS ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE TO COUNTRY'S ERONT LINE 
POSITION AND HEIGHTENED NEED EOR BEST POSSIBLE EARLY WARNING. 

COST IS A PROBLEM, BUT HANSEN'S COMMENTS INDICATE NORWEGIANS PLAN 
TO ADDRESS SUBJECT EARNESTLY. 

ANDERS 
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